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Environmental Theology Courses in Europe- Where & we now?
Dr. Martin J. Hodson®®

When the dust has settled from our time in Praginat conclusions can we make
about the present state of adult Christian enviemtad education in Europe? The
aims of the present paper will be to conduct aipiehry survey of what is available,
and to provide some leads for those who might wastevelop courses in this topic
area in the future. As far as | am aware therebleas no previous attempt to conduct
a survey of this type. What follows is obviouslyingpto be a personal view, and will
undoubtedly have some bias towards the situatioharJK in 2007. | was fortunate
to attend both the Prague meeting and a meetirapmed by Dave Bookless Af
Rochaon a similar theme in October 2088 Building on these meetings, | have
conducted extensive web searcfiezonsulted with attendees at the London and
Prague conferences, and contacted several Chrestidronmental organisations.
However, this will not be an exhaustive survey, tatiher a sampling exercise, and |
am fully aware that | simply do not know what igppaning everywher&®

Quite evidently, we need to consider a whole rasfggpes of institutions and
contexts. So | will split these up into three majategories: teaching at secular
institutions; teaching at Christian theologicalleges; and distance learning courses.

Secular Institutions

In some respects the teaching of environmentaldlggat secular institutions could
be seen as tangential to the main theme of thaeuBremnference. However, it should
be remembered that large numbers of Christianakidourses at secular
institutions'®” Moreover, as Canon Tony Dickins8hstates, “In many European
countries, particularly in the Reformed/Lutheramthptheological colleges as
understood in the UK do not really exist. Ordaina@disters in, say, the Evangelical
Church in Germany (EKD) or the Church of Swedemmbst of their theological
training in the theology departments of universifi@hich may or may not be
"secular" and which will, like those in British weirsities, include students who are
not going on to ordination). The institutions whiokar the closest correspondence to
UK-style theological colleges are probably the ttgerseminare" of the EKD or the
Pastoral Institutes of the Nordic Churches, buseh@re concerned primarily with
ministerial formation, with the basic theologicabts provided in the course of a
university career.” So in some denominations, anbime parts of Europe, Christian
ministers will receive most of their training incsgar institutions. In many of these
institutions the theology and religious studiesrees include substantial amounts of
material on subjects such as environmental etfites.motivation for including
courses in this topic area at secular institutmitesn seems to be that they wish their
students to reflect theologically and ethicallytba subject matter. Other topics that

183 principal Lecturer in Environmental Biology, SchobLife Sciences, Oxford Brookes University,
Gipsy Lane, Headington, Oxford, OX3 0BP, UK. Emailartin@hodsons.org

164 Environment & Theology Consultation-"1®ct. 2005 at Church House, Westminster, London, UK
165 All web sites cited in this article were accesbetiveen 15 January 2007 and 19th March 2007.
185 | ‘am grateful to Ruth Conway who pointed out smmerses that | was not familiar with.

1871t is not always entirely clear what constitutésecular institution” as it is now very common for
theological colleges (e.g. in the UK) to be attatimesome way to Universities or other higher
education establishments.

188 Tony Dickinson is Ecumenical and European Offfoerthe Diocese of Oxford, UK
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they include for similar reasons are just war, raggexuality, feminism and
literature. In some cases institutions do not rinol& modules on environmental
theology, but the subject is included within othevdules. For example, Eryl Davies,
Head of the School of Theology and Religious Stidigniversity of Wales,
Bangor'®, writes, “We do not have a module specificallyamvironmental issues
though we do have a few lectures on environmetitasin the module that | teach
on the Ethics of the Hebrew Bible. It's one of igmies that the Old Testament seems
to say much more about than the New Testamentadllysgive 3 or 4 lectures on
notions such as stewardship of God's creation ladelation of humans to nature as
reflected in the Old Testament generally.” Speakiog the perspective of a secular
institution he goes on to sdynterest in the subject is increasing gradually @oubt

in part owing to current concerns about global wagwtc.).”

Looking at environmental ethics modules it is qengdent that they vary
considerably in their content. Environmental ethécsot a specifically “Christian”
subject, but it would be an unusual course (pddrbuin a European context) that did
not at least include some consideration of Chnstienking on the environment. Here
are a few examples of modules taught at seculétutiens:

» The Department of Philosophy at theiversity of Wales, LampeteiJK,
runs a module in Environmental Philosophy for theidergraduate Philosophy
students.”®

» Oxford Brookes UniversityUK runs a single honours level module in
Environmental Ethicg®, which is available to its undergraduate Theolagst
Religious Studies students.

» TheCatholic University of the Sacred Heart, Brescialy has a module in
Environmental Ethics available to its undergradsaielents in the Faculty of
Science'"?

* TheUniversity of Pisa Pisa, Italy has an Environmental Ethics progranmme
its Bachelor's programme in its Economics Faclffy.

e TheUniversity of ChesterUK has an optional module in Green Theology and
Environmental Ethics as part of its MTh programnmeScience and Religion and
in Applied Theology.”

* The School of Divinity at th&niversity of Edinburgh UK, runs a module in
Ecology, Ethics and Spirit as part of its MTh op®@ma in Theological Ethics:
Ecology'”

* TheUniversity of Oslg Norway, has module in Environmental Philosophy
and Ethics that is part of its Masters in Cultd#eyironment and
Sustainability"®

* TheKatholieke Universiteit LeuvenLeuven, Belgium, has a module in
Environmental Ethics in its Master of Applied Ethierogrammé’’

189 See www.bangor.ac.uk/trs/

170 See www.lamp.ac.uk/philosophy/Part%20Two%20Counsedules/envphil.html
"1 This is currently taught by Martin and Margot HodsSee www.brookes.ac.uk
172 5ee http://facolta.dmf.unicatt.it/programmi20064087.html

173 See www-dse.ec.unipi.it/cleta/html/gallenietamimiht

174 See www.chester.ac.uk/postgraduate/applied_thgdiogl

175 See www.div.ed.ac.uk/ecologicalet.html

176 See www.uio.no/studier/emner/annet/sum/SUM4014/

17 See www.kuleuven.be/onderwijs/aanbod/syllabi/AOBE Atm



82

* TheUniversity of Zirich, Switzerland, includes a module in Environmental
Ethics in its Master of Advanced Studies in ApplEtiics coursé’®

« A number of Swedish Universities and coll€g&sun courses in
Environmental Ethics and related subjects. The i@dot Research Ethics at
Uppsala Universityruns an advanced course in Environmental Etfifcs.

* The Philosophy Departmentidtgskolan Dalarna at Falunrun an
undergraduate course in Environmental Ethi¢s.

e The Department of Geography&tbckholm Universityhas a basic module in
Environmental Ethic$®

* Lund Universityare also planning a course in animal and environahethics
at their Centre for Theology and Religious Studies.

* TheUniversity of Augsburgn Germany is unusual in offering a whole
Postgraduate Diploma course in Environmental Etficicluding a
considerable amount of theology.

What is clear from my survey is that many of tharses available at secular
institutions are at postgraduate level, rather thastergraduate. In many cases, at
secular institutions environmental topics are tadigim a multi-faith or secular
perspective, and so the individual Christian talsugh a course may have to do some
work to integrate what they have learnt from ttstudies with their Christian faith.
However, some of the above modules are taught bigtEms or come from a
Christian perspective. So many Christians are ggimsights into Creation care and
environmental issues by attending courses at seaskiutions, and the amount

going on here should not be underestimated.

Christian Theological Colleges

Christian theological colleges are themselves g @terse group of institutions, and
it is not surprising that the way they approachimmental issues varies
considerably. In contrast to the secular instingicChristian theological colleges (and
the distance learning courses coming from a Chrigberspective) include
environmental issues in their curricula becausg fee it as important or potentially
important for the future ministry of their studentéere is little doubt that the
environment will be one of the major issues of theatury, and these institutions
want to prepare their students to meet this chgdleihere are four potential
approaches:

Approach 1) Ignore the environment altogether.
Fortunately, this option no longer seems to beoasngon as it was in the past.

However, there are still some institutions, and s@arts of Europe where this
remains the case. For instance Daniel LeSinskiheoCatholic Ecology Forum,

178 See www.ethik.uzh.ch/asae/allgemeines/allgeméitrak.

1791 am grateful to Anders Melin, Assistant ProfesisoEthics at Lund University, for help in locating
Swedish courses.

180 see www.fef.uu.se/default.asp?s=13

181 See www.du.se/templates/EducationPage.aspx?id&€k@6F11017&language=

182 5ee www.utbildning.su.se/katalog/Kurser/1753.asp

183 See www.kthf.uni-augsburg.de/studium/studieninfationen/umweltethik
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Europe!®* writes, “In Slovakia we have just started to taliout these topics at a

theological level, and we are trying to convincerch leaders of the importance of
topics like environmental protection and its relaship to spiritual development, but
it is hard work. So unfortunately, we are still tguiar away from developing courses.
There are a number of university courses on diffieaspects of environmental
protection such as waste and water managemerttibus something different.”
Similarly, Will Simonson ofA RochaPortugal:®® says, “I am not aware of anything in
Portugal that is relevant, and would be surpri$éidere is.” In some parts of Europe
public and church interest in environmental issuees been lower because other
topics have tended to dominate. This is then reftemn the theological colleges. For
example, Richard Clutterbuck, PrincipalEdgehill College®® a Methodist college

in Belfast, Northern Ireland, states, “Our couraescurrently tied into the
Presbyterian College and Queen’s University. Wetdwve anything specific on
environmental issues at the moment. | suspectstipartly because the great ethical
issue in Northern Ireland has been peace and riiedion, partly because the
theological atmosphere is pretty conservative.l@nother hand, it's an issue growing
in importance with (for example) the “bungalowisati of the Irish countryside and
the increasing problem of waste illegally smuggbedr the border and dumped.”

Approach 2) Have a few lectures on environmen&oblitgy within a whole course.

In the UK, visiting speakers from organisations sucidochaand the John Ray
Initiative often provide at least some of thesdéuezs. WherA RochaUK is involved,
the lectures can be supplemented by a field tripatathall in West Londotf’ In
addition, Peter Hawkins @ RochaUK runsa course called Considering Creatf8n
each summer in Snowdonia. He writes, “With a reile; discursive style rather than
didactic teaching, this is very much targeted abtbgical college students and is
distinctive in being based in the outdoors.” Atgaet this course is quite small, But
RochaUK hope to expand it in the near future, and gsloffer an additional resource
beyond the traditional courses.

Many UK institutions are presently adopting Appro&c For instance, John Weaver,
Principal ofSouth Wales Baptist Colleg&® Cardiff, UK, writes, “In Cardiff there is
a popular but optional module of Christianity arae®ce, within which | give a
number of lectures on environmental issues. | dé&sd with concern for the
environment within our college Pastoral Studiesrseigcompulsory). The
environment is not deliberately integrated withthey modules, although it is a ‘hot
topic’ for mission and ethics tutors. | also ina@udlwithin my Practical Theology
courses. Currently we have a small but growing remalb students choosing to
complete postgraduate studies in environmentaldlggd Similarly, John Bimson of
Trinity College, Bristo|**° UK says, “At Trinity College we currently introdeic
environmental theology in:

1% See www.cefe.ch

18 See http://en.arocha.org/portugal/

18 See www.edgehillcollege.org

187 See the section by Dave Bookless and Pavel Svetitis volume.
18 Contactpeter.hawkins@arocha.org

189 See www.swhc.org.uk/

199 See www.trinity-bris.ac.uk/
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a) A second-year biblical hermeneutics module, Wimcludes 5 lectures and a
seminar on the theme of 'Creation and Salvatiomb ®f the lectures deal explicitly
with environmental theology and it is implicit ine others.

b) A third-year module (which can also be takeMatlevel) on Christianity and
Global Issues.

c) | also introduce it in more minor ways wherelean, e.g. in my module on the
book of Job, | include an 'environmental readirighe divine speeches.

All of these are optional modules. It also comés some Mission modules, one of
which includes an annual visit to Southall andAhRochaUK Minet site. We are
acutely aware that environmental issues are urefgesented in our courses and are
looking at ways of addressing this, either by idtrang a dedicated module or by
linking the subject with topics already taught,esplly in compulsory modules.”
Finally, David Heywood oRipon College Cuddesdofi* near Oxford, UK reports
that the college does not "have any dedicated eaunéch features environmental
issues." However, Dave BooklessAoRochaJK has been a visiting lecturer for a
number of years, and the College have placemedésts working at the nedv
Rochaproject with Simon Brignall in Lewkndr? In addition, environmental issues
feature as part of the optional rural ministry weshkd in 2007 one Masters student
was working on environmental theology for her ditsen.

The situation in theological colleges in Francensgenostly to fit into approach 2.
Frédéric Baudin of "Culture Environnement MédiaBEM)'**in France sent the
following report: “Actually, | think that there are environmental theology courses
in any seminary in France. | regularly lecture dlgible and Ecologyn churches
and last summer (2006), | taught abBaith and Ecologyn a "summer university" (6
hours!) at the "Faculté Libre de Théologie Evargédi’, in Vaux-sur-Seine, near
Parig® but it was not a "regular" course, and | thinwits the first time in France.
Of course, Henri Blocher, one of the most famowsEn scholars®, and other
professors who teach in this seminary, also spbaltaenvironmental theology in
their courses. Moreover, Pierre Berthoud doeseatRlaculté Libre de Théologie
Réformée”, in Aix -en-Provent®, where he deals with some aspects in his courses
in Old Testament (The Theology of Creation andGéural Mandate in Genesis;
Biblical Anthropology) as well as in Apologetics.”

In the Netherlands, Petra Messelink, the coordmafté RochaNetherlands”,
teaches a module in environmental communicatiothiod year students in
communication at a Christian collegghristelijke Hogeschool Ed€®. In this course
there is one session on philosophy and Christiawsitowards nature, including
material on the Greek vision, the Jewish vision @nedbiblical vision of nature.

191 see www.ree.ac.uk

192 For details of this project see the article by &inBrignall in Sage Words (Jan. 2007) at
www.sageoxford.org.uk/swords2007a.htm

193 See www.cemfrance.org Frédéric Baudin publishan jardin & I'’Autre, Aix-en-Provence, CEM,
2006.

19 see www. flte.free. fr

195 Henri Blocher is well known as authorRévélation des Origine®BU, Lausanne, 1988

1% see www.fltr.net

197 See http://en.arocha.org/netherlands

19 See www.che.nl
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Approach 3) Have one or more whole modules includedcourse.

Usually these are optional modules, and a smalptaare listed below:

* At thelnternational Baptist Theological CollegéiBTS), Prague, Czech
Republic, the MTh in Applied theology (validated tye University of Wales)
includes an optional module in Church and Environih& IBTS not only runs
this optional module, but it also has a very cormpresive environmental policy
for all of its operations, and attempts to integratvironmental concern in many
aspects of its life and worshify’

* Thelrish Mission Union Institute, Navan, Co. Meath, Ireland, have a
Diploma or MA in Ecology and Religion in associatiwith the University of
Lampeterr™

* Redcliffe College Gloucester, UK, have a Postgraduate MA in Glédsles
in Contemporary Mission, which includes an optiomaldule on The Greening
of MissionZ%?

* The Oxford Summer Programme basewatliffe Hall, Oxford, UK, are
running a topical seminar (3 weeks duration) onBlee and the
Environment®® Unusually, this is aimed at American and Canadihristian
college students who come to the UK for a shoribplenf study in the summer
and take back credits to their own institutions.

» Benediktbeurena Catholic institution in Bavaria, Germany runsuanber of
courses in Environmental Ethics and related subjaicthe Zentrum fur Umwelt
und Kultur (ZUK), a centre for environment and ouét®**

Approach 4) Integrate environmental theology acrihgswhole syllabus.

We investigated this idea in the workshops at Rragod the conclusions are
included in the present volume. The key factor tizat come over many times in
discussion with theological educators is that fialkus for theological colleges is
already very packed. So the idea of adding in yatenmaterial, this time on
environmental theology, is not very attractive.hltigh it is better than nothing, the
problem with the optional module is that it candpeed out of. It is only when
environment becomes integrated across the whdibsy, and into college life, that
Christians will come out of the colleges with d fybpreciation of the issues involved.
IBTS in Prague are to be congratulated, as thdgiogr seem to offer the most
integrated approach yet available in Europe. tib ise hoped that many theological
colleges will be looking to move from approach 2eaist to approach 3 in the near
future, but finding suitably trained staff may & that easy, at least in the next few
years.

Distance Learning Courses

199 See www.ibts.cz/academics/

20 5ee the section on IBTS by Lina Andronoviemd Petra Vesela this volume.
21 5ee www.imudalganpark.com/ecology_religion_dip_hima.

292 5ee www.redcliffe.org/standard.asp?id=2063&cackeficf11114481802006
203 See http://osp.bestsemester.com/content|D.1/adadesm

204 See www.zuk-bb.de/konzept/index_e.html
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Again one might argue that distance learning cauase not that relevant to the
overall theme of the Prague conference, or toltbak. However, | would argue that
they are relevant for the following reasons:

1) They are potentially the most widely availabbeises in Europe, and are not
dependent on the student living near a universitheological college that happens
to run a suitable course.

2) They have considerable potential in continuingisterial education after church
ministers have left their colleges.

3) Several are based in theological colleges, anveé many possibilities for
interactions with those institutions.

Examples

As examples, | will give brief details of four mdds/courses that are based in the UK
and then concentrate in more detail on two others.

* Imperial College London, UK includes an optional module in Envireental
Ethic$% in its postgraduate courses in Environmental Mansnt®®®

* TheOpen University UK has a postgraduate level module in Environaent
Ethics that is taught by distance learnffig.

» Exeter University Exeter, UK has a Level 3 module in Environmentalism
Ethics and Theology in the Green Movement as dats &nvironmental Studies
undergraduate programrfi®.

« St John's College, Extension StudieNottingham, UK offers a single module
in Sustaining the Earth as part of their FaithLfibe programme?®®

Case study 1: OTC

TheOpen Theological CollegéOTC) based at the University of Gloucestershire i
Cheltenham, UK includes an optional basic (Undergraduate Levehddiule on
Christian Faith and the Environmétttin its certificate/diploma/BA course. The
module is designed to take 120 hours of study.téfrifor the OTC by the John Ray
Initiative, this module counts for 12 CATS poin&udents receive telephone and
email support by a specialist tutor, a printed gtgdide, online resources, and may
also opt to participate in a two week online semifae module starts in September
every year, and runs through to the end of Jan&uglents can register: as part of an
undergraduate Higher Education Certificate, whigh later be extended to a
Diploma or Honours Degree; or as a stand-alone feodtie following is a brief
summary of this module:

Unit 1. Introduction.A guide to the textbooks and the OTC systems.

Unit 2. Global environmenRelates local environmental awareness to glosaks,
and describes major physical and biological systaifiested by human activity.

295 See www.imperial.ac.uk/distancelearning/courséifes/c63.pdf

298 5ee www.imperial.ac.uk/distancelearning/coursefattitm

27 See www3.0pen.ac.uk/courses/bin/p12.dlI?C01T861

298 See www.education.ex.ac.uk/dll/details.php?codesd042D

299 See www.stjohns-nottm.ac.uk/html/distance_learitimgrse_details/faith_for_life/f4l-ste.shtml
210 see www.glos.ac.uk/faculties/ehs/humanities/otafses.cfm Thanks to module leader, John
McKeown, for providing the material on the OTC mtalin this section.

211 see www.glos.ac.uk/subjectsandcourses/undergesikids/otc/descriptors/otc115.cfm
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Unit 3. Limits to growthLooks at energy, resources and waste, and thecisipa
population and consumption. Compares voluntaryaesgs and legislative controls
as solutions.

Unit 4. Sustainability and valueExplores the roles of 1) science and technoloyy, 2
management and political systems, and 3) law aidsi Considers the concepts of
utilitarian and intrinsic value. Evaluates the Viid§p of ‘sustainability’ as an
environmental ethic.

Unit 5. AnthropocentrisnHistorical roots of environmental problems. Loaks
different varieties of anthropocentrism in anciengdieval, renaissance and modern
secular and Christian thought.

Unit 6. Creator and CreatiorHistory of earth-affirming and earth-negating veeof
the world. Dualisms of matter/spirit and body/sddism and pantheism are
contrasted with doctrine of creation.

Unit 7. Eden and the Promised Larhckground information about life in biblical
times. Theme of land explored through Eden, then@ed Land, and the whole earth.
Raises issues of land ownership and use.

Unit 8. Fellow CreaturesScientific and biblical insights into what humdresve in
common with other creatures. Also considers theltlgg of humans being uniquely
created “in the image of God".

Unit 9. Dominion and Stewardshipxamines different interpretations of biblical
texts, especially Genesis chapters 1 and 2.

Unit 10. Sin, Curse and FalExplores differing views of the impact of sin dret
earth including (i) a fallen world, (ii) a cursedrth, (iii) direct effect of
environmental abuses - and their implications lier gelection of appropriate
responses to environmental problems.

Unit 11. CovenantConsiders the promises of blessing in Genesiad.{teeir renewal
in the rainbow covenant. Theology is applied toifiseies of biodiversity
conservation and extinction.

Unit 12. Law and Ethic€Explores different methods of deriving ethics frorlical
laws, including the Sabbath and Jubilee, and #erironmental dimensions.

Unit 13. New Testamenhvestigates why there seems to be less about the
environment in the New Testament than the rest@Bible. Explores themes
including the incarnation, the Kingdom of God, J®thical teaching, Jesus as Lord
and healer of creation.

Unit 14. Earthing future hope&ecular and religious forms of apocalyptic nilniis
are contrasted with doctrines of bodily resurrecaod the life of the age to come.
Explores ways of thinking about eschatology th&roffinity and commitment to
the earth.

Unit 15. Church and WorshifZompares recent environmental declarations by
international church bodies. Looks at issues raigsedhurch worship and liturgy,
especially concerning earth-inclusive language.

Unit 16. Lifestyle and PoliticiConsiders the relative contributions of individual
awareness and responses and public policy. Aldslabvocations to professional
work in environmental science or conservation.

Unit 17. Christian MissionExplores holistic mission, contextual evangeligayes

in co-operation with non-Christian environmentalgps. Examples are given of UK
and international Christian ventures.
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The first registration for the OTC module was ipteenber 2005. By December 2006
a total of 13 students had registered for the medbdf these five students have
completed, and one withdrew.

Case study 2: CRES

Ripon College Cuddesddtf (RCC), nr. Oxford, UK validates a Certificate and
Diploma in Christian Rural and Environmental Stsdi€RESH™2 | am involved in
the running of CRES and, as a result, can give soore detailed insights here. The
CRES course is unusual, in that it is a completesm as opposed to an individual
module, covering environmental theology (admittatijoes also contain modules in
rural studies). CRES is a part-time distance-legyciourse jointly run by two
charities, the John Ray Initiative (JRI) and ChaistRural Concern (CRuC), and is
ecumenical, with staff and students from many denations and diverse
churchmanships. The course usually starts in Séyg@ctober. From September
2005, RCC has provided quality control for the seyiand facilities for many of the
associated CRES meetings. The course had been tgroriginal format by CRuC
since the 1980’s, and was formerly validated byl&é&miversity. Many students
interested in rural ministry have taken the couasel benefited from it. For example,
clergy with experience of urban ministry took itaasonversion course when moving
to the countryside. In 2002, CRuC and JRI formedrénership to revamp the course,
and introduced modules in environmental studies. Whting team included Prof.
Sam Berry and Sir John Houghton, and the coursehamwoptions that allow for
specialisation in either rural or environmentaldsts, with a central theological
strand. The CRES certificate course is intenddgktof interest to all with a personal
or professional concern for the environment anchtrgside, rural communities and
churches. CRES has great flexibility, enabling stud to tailor coursework topics to
their own particular concerns. Students work thiosig out of eight module
booklets, and are examined on study papers andkadiary, one per module. The
presently available modules are: The Living WoRdrming and Food; Christians as
Salt and Light; Economics; The Physical Environm@&ihie Biological Environment;
Rural Communities; and The Church in the Counteysid the final year of the
course, students work on a written project, théctbping chosen in consultation with
the tutors. This is presented at the annual resal@onsultation, a suitable climax to
the course, after which the student graduatesoAfih CRES is a distance-learning
course, students are found a local personal tudon the JRI and CRuC networks to
guide them through. There are also regular couestings (mainly at RCC), which
are opportunities to meet with other participahigecent years a CRES Diploma
course has been developed that allows studentt to grips with one major topic in
depth.

In its first two years (to 2006), eight CRES studdmave graduated (seven on the
Certificate and one Diploma student). Three of ¢hlesve been church pastors. Two
of the Certificate students did such excellent wbek they were granted distinctions.
Currently (March 2007) there are nine continuingdents on CRES.

212 5ee www.rcc.ac.uk
13 See www.cres.org.uk
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CRES is now actively looking at expanding the raofmodules offered, and at
internationalising the curriculum to make it eagarnon-UK students to take the
course. The CRES staff team have also been invatvachumber of initiatives
beyond the running of the course itself. Using Tiving World module as the basis,
CRES provided a study leave for a Church Missioti&@p (CMS) Mission Partner
from Bangladesh. Several CRES tutors collaboratle @anon Glyn Evans, the Rural
Officer for Oxford Diocese, to provide a whole waskRural Ministry as an option
on Pastoral Studies for ordinands at RCC. OneeRES staff gave a lecture on
Christian Eco-spirituality to the part-time ordirat students from the Oxford
Ministry Course that is based at RCC. Two CRESrtuimnted a day conference for
rural ministers at Sarum College, Salisbury, 8kMany of these activities have
arisen because of the desire of both RCC and CRESm a strong partnership,
helping each other.

Distance learning courses are making a small, tbom@, contribution to adult
Christian environmental teaching. Total numbershase courses are still quite small,
but the students tend to be highly committed, &ledcburses have a great potential
for the future. A feature of the three modules/sesrbased in theological colleges is
that they are aimed at Certificate level (firstryeaiversity in the UK), and/or have
fairly open admissions policies. Unlike many of thedules mentioned above, most
of the distance learning modules/courses are fegelsg. In other words, students do
not have to take whole theology courses just te thk one course available in
environmental ethics. The difficulty at the momenthat such courses appear to be
strongly UK based and UK focussed, and this needbange.

Conclusion

The above sample of courses suggests that additibggon Creation Care,
Environmental Theology and Ethics is increasinglgikable. However, there is little
doubt that there is still considerable room foramtement. In particular, the present
uneven provision in theological colleges needsatantproved. It is, perhaps,
understandable that environmental theology is dieght in postgraduate courses, as
the subject involves integrating vastly differergaiblines. However, most people
never do postgraduate courses! So there is aeedlfor increased provision at the
undergraduate level.

In almost all cases environmental theology is sbtill really integrated into the
curriculum of theological colleges. Such integratwill, however, take time.
Changes in the curriculum do not happen overnmid, the teachers need teaching
before much can happen. How have such changes ruthiculum happened before?
A similar process came about with the “New Perspetteaching on the Jewish
roots of Christianity. In the 1960’s this was thregerve of just a few theologians, but
has now become far more widely accepted and inegyiato the curriculum, and
most pastors in training will now be exposed tstheleas. Similarly, issues
concerning developing countries are now routinetiuded in the programmes of
theological colleges, and this is a relatively ndea. For the present | think we will
probably have to be satisfied with making ampads into theological colleges,
however small. But as this century wears on, ardstiale of the environmental crisis

214 5ee www.sarum.ac.uk
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becomes clearer and clearer, then | predict that@mental theology will
increasingly be seen as a core part of the cumicpfnd the integration we all seek
will happen. At least | hope so.



